120                 The Mahdbharata : A Criticism.
The tournament over and it may almost be called the
embryo of the future conflict, Dhritarashtra went home
ruminating over the split which had evidently sprung
between the cousins. He fell an easy prey to the advice
of a minister (Kanika by name) the principles of whose
machiavelian policy are well set forth in the Mahabharata
and are known as Kanika Niti. He lent a willing ear to a
plot which his sons now concocted to destroy the Pan-
davas by underhand means. A palace with walls filled
with lac and other combustible materials was erected
in Varanavata, a distant town, and the five brothers with
their mother were asked to go thereto reside foratime in
order to prevent a quarrel between the brothers. Vidura,
however, came to know the danger and warned Yudhtsh-
thira of it, speaking to him at the time of departure in
a Mlenchha or un-Aryan tongue. Diggers sent by him
had already prepared a subterranean passage from within
the house to a distance from the town; and the five
brothers and their mother escaped by it when the palace
was burnt as if by accident on the next day of their ar-
rival, though people believed that they were all burnt
within.
We need not pursue the warriors in their wanderings in
the forest It may be that Bhima married Hidimba, the
daughter of a Rakshasa or cannibal, but the story of
Baka is evidently a childish interpolation of later times.
The brothers dressed as Brahmins emerged out of their
obscurity at the Swayamvara of Draupadi which was
shortly held at the capital of the Panchalas.
ThePanchala kingdomas described in the Mahabharata
may be supposed to have extended from Rohilkhand